Dear Fellow Triestini:

When | came to ICTP almost six years ago, | betiebat it was important to bring the
City of Trieste closer to ICTP. My belief has grogtnonger with time. The Open Day is
one among the several initiatives in that directi©ar goal for this activity is to invite
the citizens of Trieste to ICTP for a day and antheen with matters of science. | hope
that you will enjoy your day here by doing thingsuyself, watching others do them,
walking around ICTP and other Miramare institutieviich have joined the Open Day
effort, or simply by listening to the interestingepentations that are planned.

| apologize that | cannot be here personally tacar@le you, especially the special guests
and the authorities who have graciously acceptednwitation and come here. | have
requested my colleague Professor Claudio Tuniezad out my remarks. | truly regret

not being here. You will understand this regretdrat | say that this Open Day will most
likely be the last one to be held under my direstigr of ICTP. It is almost certain that
there will be a new person at the helm two yeamfnow, and what happens then is not
for me to speculate. Because of this special redsmish to take a few minutes of your
time to share with you my thoughts on why sciersce great enterprise of our time,

while also making a few personal remarks.

Science and its close relative, Technology, haveentaday’s life very different from

that of our forefathers some hundred years agoulderstand many things better now
than at any time before; we can do many more thmogs than before; we don’t have to
struggle for our daily existence the way as ouefathers used to struggle. More than
these, we have become aware of a process by wiadawbecome more aware of our
universe and our place in it. This is an extraadjrenterprise of which all of us should
be a part. | hope your visit today will bring yaspecially the young ones among you, a
bit closer to some ideas that have enchanted ttenfieds among us.

Yet, with all these positive changes have comesdred of the sort that our forefathers
never faced: the possible annihilation of the humaee by accidental or intentional
misuse of nuclear weapons or by the pace of grdedglopment that cannot be sustained
or by the loss of personal freedom that the infdiomeage has been ushering upon us.
Science has been a double-edged sword in thisaesparvelous as a fountain of ideas
which has taken us ever closer to understandingebp mystery of our existence, but
one, if used with poor judgment or with the coniaintof a thoughtless fool, can take us
many steps backwards.

The only inoculation against this tragic role theience and technology has often played
in our history is an educated citizenry which i®Whedgeable; one which is vigilant and
ensures openness in the way our political masterduct our business. Turning our back
on science does not bring us the serenity that sbimle existed centuries ago, because
an inquiring mind is naturally driven to Scienagstjimagine Galileo who persisted with
his queries despite tremendous opposition. Norpeiéice reign by controlling the pace of
science by banning this or that kind of researd¢te dnly solution to a better world is to
create a large-scale public awareness of all mstatiens of Science, so our political



masters dare not abuse the fruits of its toilstsliown small way, our Open Day is an
effort at improving this public awareness.

Allow me now to say a few personal words about img &nd half years in Trieste. For
the most part, | have minded my business and carated on ICTP. | have rarely
ventured into the City, rarely aspired for publiciand never meddled in the affairs of
other scientific institutions. Yet, | have alwaysdan ready and willing to do anything |
could do when asked. In part, my code of condustefrom the personal belief that the
head of an international institution should displag discipline to be expected of a good
guest. In part, it arises from the circumstancemwlfife, into which | will not go here.
Nevertheless, | have developed an immense lovérfeste: whether | am walking along
the Barcola beach enjoying the beautiful sunseteebeautiful people, whether | meet
the citizens and officials of Trieste in my offioeelsewhere in the City, | feel that the
history of Trieste flows in my breath and my blodtiis is a city with enormous potential,
still struggling to find its roots and destiny. Wher it will rise in the changing world or
remain in the backwaters of new Europe will depengour spirit of enterprise, but, no
matter what, there will always be love in my hdartthis city and its people. | feel that |
have received a lot from Trieste but have donéefss for it.

It remains for me to thank all the ICTP staff whavé put in enormous effort to make the
event successful. | will find another occasionliovs my appreciation for them more
concretely and so will not name them here. | mapeeially acknowledge the support of
our sponsors, the help received from the localaiites and other Miramare institutions
for this event. Without their support and goodwalbthing would work. Thank you all.



