
ASSOCIATION WITH THE FUNDACION IDEA 

* Founding Member with Drs. Ignacio Rodrriguez Iturbe, Antonio Sanabria and Raimundo Villegas, 

Minister for Science and Technology. 
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* Member of IDEA Academic Council, 1981-1985. 
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* Organization of a Training Event at the Fundacion IDEA. It was suggested to the Abdus Salam 

ICTP and cordinated with the collaboration of Guillermo Lemarchand and Juan Oro: 

IBERO-AMERICAN SCHOOL OF ASTROBIOLOGY 

Astrobiology: Origins from the Big Bang to Civilisation. 

29 November-8 December, 1999.  

Proceedings: Kluwer Academic Publishers, 2000: Dordrecht, The Netherlands. 

 

 
 

The tradition of College Park colloquia of the SriLankan-American origin of life pioneer, Cyril 

Ponnamperuma, was transferred in the form of a training event to Caracas at the Convention Center 

of the Instituto de Estudios Avanzados (Fundacion IDEA, November-December 1999). The same 

spirit that Cyril Ponnamperuma imprinted to the College Park Colloquia was preserved in the Caracas 

School of Astrobiology with the presence of another two pioneers of the origin of life studies: the 

Spanish organic chemist and planetary scientist Juan Oro, and the American astronomer Frank Drake, 

President of the SETI Institute, who initiated the search for extraterrestrial intelligence (SETI) by 

means of radio astronomy. 

 



 
The singular experience of the Chemical Evolution Series of colloquia, conferences and advanced 

school has provided a unique environment among the wide spectrum of academic events on the 

subject that is still known as either exobiology, bioastronomy, or more frequently 'astrobiology'. The 

chemical evolution tradition of College Park and Trieste attracted numerous scientists. The host 

institutions were firstly, the Abdus Salam International Center for Theoretical Physics that was 

founded in 1964 by the Nobel Laureate Salam and his Italian colleagues led by Paolo Budinich. 

Secondly, the Instituto de Estudios Avanzados (IDEA) in Caracas supported these activities. IDEA 

was founded in 1980 by the neuroscientist Raimundo Villegas, at that time the Minister of Science 

of Venezuela, and some of his colleagues: the hydrologist Ignacio Rodriguez Iturbe, the researcher 

in the medical sciences Antonio Sanabria, and Chela-Flores. 
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* Publications 1980-2022 highlighting adscription to Fundacion IDEA. 
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